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slighter discussion, we find in William Temple's volume, The Faith and 
Modern Thought,* which appeared first in ioio, and has since appeared 
in frequent reprints. While this discussion is less extended than the 
preceding, it makes a more modem approach to the field. The writer 
is abreast of modern thought in the critical and philosophical realms, 
and has an admirable ability to present his argument compactly. 

A question which every human generation repeats is discussed by 
John Haynes Holmes in his recent volume, Is Death the End? 2 Mr. 
Holmes contributes nothing new to the argument for immortality, but 
the volume is an interesting and well-written resume" of the standard 
arguments. The style, the abundance of allusion, the frequent quota- 
tions betray Mr. Holmes as preacher and rhetorician rather than as 
logician and philosopher. Nevertheless, he has read widely in the litera- 
ture of this subject, he has organized his material well, and he is the 
preacher of a great hope. 

Henry B. Robins 

Rochester Theological Seminary 



THE SEARCH FOR SALVATION 

Taylor's Deliverance 3 is a charmingly written sketch of various 
attempts which have been made by the human spirit to deliver itself 
from nature's limitations and to establish "an adjustment between the 
instincts and faculties of human nature and the powers conceivably 
controlling its accomplishment and destiny." The beginnings of this 
struggle for spiritual deliverance are found in Chaldaea and Egypt. In 
the former land the means employed toward this end are chiefly cere- 
monial, but in Egypt the notion of morality as a basis for rewards and 
punishments seems to have held a larger place. The Chinese sages 
sought deliverance by following the path of duty, or by detaching them- 
selves from life's entanglements. In India annihilation of individuality 
was made the goal of achievement; while Zarathushtra advocated a 
militant dualism in which man by devotion to the Prince of Righteous- 
ness triumphed over evil. The prophets of Israel based their hope upon 

1 The Faith and Modern Thought. Six Lectures by William Temple. London: 
Macmillan, 1914. xi+172 pages. 2s. 6d. net. 

' Is Death the End? By John Haynes Holmes. New York and London: G. P. 
Putnam's Sons, 191s- xi+378 pages. $1 . 50. 

3 Deliverance: The Freeing of the Spirit in the Ancient World. By Henry Osborn 
Taylor. New York: Macmillan, 1915. vii+294 pages. $1.25. 
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God's choice of a select nation which should serve him faithfully. Among 
the Greeks the spirit sought freedom in different ways, but mainly 
through two channels, viz., practical activities of which heroes are the 
ideal, and philosophical speculation. The notion of divine interme- 
diaries who effect deliverance for mankind is especially prominent in 
the oriental religions which spread over the Graeco-Roman world. 
Jesus and Paul fixed their gaze upon the future, looking for the consum- 
mation of salvation through a catastrophic end of the present world. 
But by the time of Augustine the establishment of the Kingdom of God 
upon this earth has become a fixed ideal to be attained through a properly 
organized church, a correctly ordered life, and an accurately defined 
dogma; the end of all being a blessed eternal life. Thus the ancients 
prescribed ways of deliverance — but has the solution of the problem 
been reached even yet ? The author is disposed to answer affirmatively 
by adopting the course pursued by Jesus, namely, an unqualified sur- 
render of one's self to the power of God. 

The book must be read with the author's intention constantly in 
mind. He eschews all discussion of the many perplexing critical prob- 
lems involved and touches only such topics as are absolutely essential 
to his cursory treatment. Moreover, he does not discuss the ever- 
important question of what stimuli within the life of these ancient 
peoples prompted the phenomena he has described. But he is quite 
well aware of these omissions, and so has treated his subject selectively — 
and in the main representatively — rather than superficially. And, 
above all, he is often suggestive and always entertaining. 

Shirley Jackson Case 
University of Chicago 



SOME PROBLEMS OF THE CHURCH 

In his monograph on The Church, the State and the People 1 Professor 
Konrad Meyer discusses the problems growing out of the relation of 
church and state, problems which in Germany are growing acute. As a 
local "inspector" of the Prussian state church, Meyer has had ample 
opportunity to study the problem there at first hand. 

The book contains four sections treating, (1) the principles involved; 
(2) the origin of the present relation; (3) the significance of this relation; 
(4) a forecast of future developments. We have here a concise history 

1 Kircke, Volk und Stoat. By Konrad Meyer. Leipzig: Deichert, 1915. 54 
pages. M. 1.20. 



